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THE NEW ZEALAND UFO FILMS
PART I: Description of the Event

Within ten weeks of the disap-
pearance of Austratian pllot Fred
Valentich, New Zealand attracted Its
share of worldwide attention with a
New Year's Eve radar-visual-movle
film UFQ case. It inspired the Royal
New Zealand Air Force to prepare to
scramble one or two Skyhawk
tighter-bombers 24 hours later il the
Wellington airport radar picked up
more positive sightings of UFOs. The
RNZAF also ordered one of its patrol
aircraft to cruise all night along the
coast and remain In contact with a
Wellington airport

Members of the Australian news
team that shot the film brought the

original film to the U.S. on January 8,
which was studied by UFO re-
searcher and optical physicist, Dr.
Bruce Maccabee. On January 28,
Maccabee travelled to New Zealand
for 10 days, where he interviewed 7 ot
the 8 witnesses involved. He also
spoke with the ANZAF officer who
directed the official NZ government
Invastigation. The olficer suppor-
ted an "unusual atmospheric
conditions” conclusion and ruled out
a secret military maneuver hypothe-
sis. Maccabee visited the scientists
of the Dept. of Scientific Industrial
Research (DSIR) who conducted the
actual invaestigation, only to discover

2

that they had only spoken with the
pilot, co-pilot, and an ATC controller

. and hadn'{ even looked at the
film! Maccabee showed them a copy
and they acted Interested, but they
informed him of an experiment con-
ducted several nights after the film
ing with an Air Force Orion aircraft.
Several “solid” largets were seen on
radar and the Orion was guided 1o the
various locations, but each time it
got there, it only encountered turbu-
lence. Nothing was ever seen by the
crew. Maccabee then returned to the
U.S. and discussed his findings with
a variety of Interested researchers,
including Dr. Richard Haines, Or.



Feter Sturrock, Dr. Jarmes Harder,
Nell Davis, Brad S$Sparks, Stanton
Friedman, Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Allan

“Hendry, Dr. Gilbert Levin and others,

Then a press conference was con-
ducted in New York City on March 26
by lhe Australian TV station; R
included Dr. Maccabee, Dr. Hynek
and Jack Acuff of NICAP. Unfor-
tunately, the news media were pre-
occupled that day by the signing of
the Middle East peace treaty, though
even the New York Times ran a short
article on the case.

Most of the following reconstruc-
tion of events, then, is baseg on
information obtained during Bruce
Maccabee's exhaustive investigation.
Supplemantary material was con-
tributed by Paul Norman in Australia,
Rocky Wood in New Zealand, Peter
Tomikawa, Richard Haines and John
Prytz of the Australian Coordination
Section of the Center for UFO

Studies. But first, we must look at a

forgotten aspect of this entire event .

the original radar-visual sighting
that preceeded this sighting by ten
days, and caused the TV film crew to
be in the right place at the right time,

THE DECEMBER 21st SIGHTING
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Indeed, the film crew would never
have foltowed that route armed with
sensitive color film if they hadn't
gone out to cover the UFO expe-
rience ol another pair of Argosy
planes that also flew along the coast
in the early morning hours of Decem-
ber 21. As with the New Year's Eve
flight, these Argosy freighters be-
longed to Sale-Air, Ltd., Argosy 1
took oft trom Blenheim at 12: 35 AM
and headed south on a dog-leg routes
toward Christchurch that would fol-
low the eastern coast of the South
Island. On board were Captain John
Randle, 45, a pilot for 28 years, and
First Officer Keith Heine, 32. In
Wellington, Senior Radar Controller
John Cordy, 45, and Precision Talk-
down Controller, Andy Herd, were
awaiting the arrival ot an Air New
Zealand DC-8. As the plane flew
toward the coast at 220 knots, the
two-man crew saw an intensely-
bright white light, "too powertul to
be a vehicle’s headlamps”, Capt
Randle sald. He could see land fea-
tures lit up underneath it as it siowly
passed. Randle and Heine were only
mitidly curious, so they dign’t radio in

Augtrolian reporter Queatin Fogarty, Dr J Alien Hynek and Or Bryce Maccabes appedred on
NBC s TODAY show the day of the press conference
the sighting seconds, we were asked to check for

Meanwhile, radar men Cordy and
Herd in Weallington were alerted by
Flight Services Officer Bill Frame at
the Blenhaim control. On his tirst
night on the job, he was reporting
three lights that were "“much
trighter” than landing lights otf Cape
Campbell, one of them appeared 10
emit a “shatt ot light”. Caordy
acknowledged seeing mysterious
blips on the scope earlier, but they
lgnored them . On radar, they saw five
targets moving up” and down the
coast south of them in a 16-km
(10-mile) quadrant over the sea. Herd
pnoned the Kelburn Meteorological
Office to see it any weather balloons
were launched, only to be told thal
the only one had burst a few minutes
earlier. The RNZAF had nothing in
the air to account for the strong
blips, either. One signal in particular
at 3 AM moved like an aircraft at 120
knots of! Cape Campbell, then
stopped and hovered for half an hour
80 km SE of Wellington. Wellington
called the Christchurch radar facility
aboul the strong echoes and thay
picked them up, too.

The five other lights continued to
move about within their quadrant,
and one more appeared inland. At
3:30 AM, Argosy 2 took ofl from
Blenheim, adopting the same flight
path of the previous plane. On board
were Capt. Vern Powell, 55, with
18,000 hours of flight time, and co-
piiot lan Pirie, 31; they were loid
they might be asked 1o investigats
some unidentified radar returns
When they were 2000 meters high
and climbing to 3200 meters, Cordy
asked the plane If they could see
anything 20 km to their right (star-
board). "We couldn't see a thing,"
Powell said, “then within a matter of

a sighting 40 km to port.” Pirie
spolted a bright white tight with an
intermittent reddish tinge above
them and to their left, changing hue
back and forth noticeably

The Argosy came lavel wilth the
light when they reached 3200 meters
(10,000 feet) and their onboard
weather radar revealed it was several
kilometers away. At Wellingtan, the
radar controllers noted that the un-
identified largel had hovered motion-
lessly until the plana caught up with
it; then it started pacing the plane at
a distance of 37 km to the east.
Visually, Poweill said that the light
remained in the same position rela-
tive to them. It would disappear into
clouds occasionally and reappear,
“I've been flying since 1944, and |
know a star or a planet when | sese
one. This wasn't anything I've seen
betore.” Wellington considered
having him move in for a closer look
but they were authorized to request a
flight diversion only on search and
rescue coperations “because some-
one has to pay the costs involved”
and Powell wasn't anxious to delay
his company's cargo, Cordy, a con-
troller with 26 years ol experience,
said the blips were at least as big and
as solid as the Argosy. The Argosy 2,
having watched the light for 10-12
minutes, changed course 60° to star-
board, and the light lagged behind
and disappeared, Wellington lost it
from their screens soon after,

As Argosy 2 approached Christ-
church, near Motunau Island, the
plane’s weather radar picked up a
fast-moving signal off Banks Penin-
sula shooting across its flight path.
"We got a visual sighting as it
passed”, Powell said. "It was a
bright, flashing white light, almost



like a strobe." It shot past their bow,
traversing 24 km in five seconds—
or 10,000 m.p.h.! Then it veered
sharply to the right and disappeared
Christchurch couldn't see this on
radar as they have a blind spot there,
40 km seaward from the city. A Dr. J.
G. Tees of Amberiey claims Lo have
seen the light as well,

Captain Vern Powell in the Argosy

cockpit

Now Capt. Randle s Argosy 1 left
Christchurch flying northbound for
Auckland. As they approached the
Clarence River area, they spotted the
five objects still offshare at about 50
km range. He saw them as white/
amber lights, four times the strength
of landing lights, reflecting off the

water. They passed 16 km south of
themn, an estimated 160 meters above
the sea. The Argosy completed an
orbit above the objects before it re-
turned to its course north. Finally,

Ihe Argosy 1 saw three targets on
radar that suggested ships; the crew
saw them wvisually by their lights

Aar Trath
Hen

Controltars John Cordy and Andy
volved in the Dec

1 avent

afterwards, bul were puzzled by the
presence ol “ships” that would be
big enough (1 tons) to show up on
thedr weather rallar yet be in such un-
sate coastal waters.
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Meilbourne's TV station Channel O
{"OH") decided to run a news story
on Capt. Powell's experience, 8o |t
commissioned a reporter and a fiim
crew to obtaln some relevant footage
for visual purposes. Australian re-
porter Quentin Fogarty pursued this
project by boarding a lour-engine,
turbo prop Argosy freighter which
was making its standard Saturday
night-Sunday morning newspaper
delivery run from Bienheim to Well-
ington to Christchurch and back
Also on board were the piiot, Captain
Bill Startup, the co-pilot, Robert
Guard, cameraman David Crockett,
and his wite Ngaira ("NAY-ree"), who
operated the tape recordar . . . fiva
witnesses in all

The weather, as noted by the film
crew, was excellent for flylng, with
no noticeable departure from a atan-
dard temperature lapse rate from
ground level to 14,000 feet, Therg
were low clouds over Wellington,
with visibility about 60 km over the
sea. Winds at cruising altitude
(14,000') were from the west at 10-15
knots maximum. Atmospheric con-
ditions were sufliciently steady to
allow operalion with automatic pilot
and automatic height control (which
is pressure-sensitive). Wellington
radar showed no noticeabla inversion
effacts.

See the technical detail sections
for more information on the Welling-
ton radar facility, the movie camera
and film used and the weather con-
ditions

TECHNICAL DATA

WELLINGTON
TOWER RADAR

TYPE. Marconi 264, 50 cm (587 MHz), 500 kilo~
walls,

MTI (Moving Terget Indicator) CAPABILITY:
Targets with radial velocities in excess of 15
hnots are detected in the MT) mode with phase
shilt ana digitel scan summing electronics.,
Observations on known targets with and with-
oul the MTI processing indicate that the STI
improves the sensitivity of the system. Sl’bnq
targets in the MTI mode may te weak or aven
non-gxistent in the normal mode

PULSE REPETITION RATE: auiomalically
varied among six frequenclies averaging
500/ sec.

PULSE DURATION: 2.7 microssconds
ROTATION RATE: 12 sec/ revolution
AZIMUTHAL BEAMWIOTH: 21" & 0.2
ANTENNA GAIN: 30 dB pver a dipole
POLARIZATION: horizontal

ABSOLUTE DISTANCE ACCURACY: 1% of
tull scale
RELATIVE DISTANCE ACCURACY. (sat by

blip size on the display) about 1 mile on the
maximum range.
MAXIMUM RANGE
10,000 1t

ANTENNA HEIGHT. about 1700 11. above sou
ievel

UPWARD TILT OF THE CENTER OF THE
TRANSMITTED LOBE: about &* (no halght

150 nautical miles o

resolution—surtace (argels are cetected for
30-50 miies)

DISPLAY 12" clameter PPl with 10-mile range
rings on the 1450-mile ranga

CHRISTCHURCH
TOWER RADAR

TYPE: Marconi 264, 50 cm, 50 kw

MTI CAPABILITY: Similar to Wellington, bul
nol as sophisticated
MAXIMUM RANGE
10,000 i

ANTENNA HEIGHT: aboul 120 1. above sos
faval

UPWARD TiLT OF THE TRANSMITTED LOBE
Cone of invisibility extending outward from
the antenna which rises al a rate of 100
fifmile. Targets cannol be seen benzalh il
undsr ordinary atmospheric conditions

AIRPLANE WEATHER RADAR—
used on northbound trip only

100 nauticai miles ot

TYPE: M.E L Equipment Co. E190 Series, 3
cm (H375 MHz), 15 kw

MIT CAPABILITY: none

QPERATING MODE: "map mode”. a tan-

sheped boam extending from 3* to sbout 15°
below the sirctall’s "horizon™
AZIMUTHAL SWEEP RANGE.
from atraight shosd

SWEEP RATE about 1 sec. per cycile

about 50

PULSE REPETITION RATE: 400 sec
PULSE DURATION: 2.2 microseconds
BEAMWIDTH: 3,5*

RANGE: 150, 50, 20 miles (used on 20-mile
rangel
DISPLAY: aector display with S-mile range

rings and 15" azimuth markings

MOVIE CAMERA

TYPE: Bolex H16, EBM Elsctriz 16-mm refiex
movie camera Operated at 24 framealusec. on
tha southbound flight and 10 frames/sec. on
tha northbound trlp. Rotating shutler disc In
front ol film plane with a 160° opening
LENSES' Varlo-Switar zcom lens, 16-100 mmi
at 1119, used on the (light south. A Sun
Macro-Zoom, 80-240 mm lone was alao used at
174 an the return leg,. The jatter was lound to
ba out of edjustment; at full zo00m, objecia at
“infinity” were actually in locus at the “18
feat” setting. This meant that distant objects
(like the lights) were out of focus when tha
iens ring was setl atl Infintty. This serves 1o
explain why one section of Hiim showa a large
dim image which contracts ta & brighier, much
smaller form, which then returns to & dim large
defocused form. This form 18 accompanied by
an apparent symmetry inversion ol the
defocused image

FILM. Fujicolor type 8425, 16-mm, ASA 400
color reversal film, Standard developmean) wan
used




THE SOUTHBOUND TRIP ‘

PLANE TIME PLANE WELLINGTON

LOCATION (AM-dst)

S5AW

RADAR SAW,

Chl

12 10
through
12 12

vights loward Rgikoura appear-
gl disappearing (Sean by pilot,
inll al plana’'s ' aciock

Targets at plane s t o'clock pos-
ton at 13 miles, appearing/dis-
appeating

82

farget at plane's 3 o'clock near
coastline

1216 30

Target in tront of piane, 10 miles
(una sweep anly)

Strong target at plane’s 11 o'clock
at 3 miles

W

12207 3

Targe! al plare’s laft, 2 miles.
Strong targel now at 10:00, 12
miles.

1227

12 28

12.28 30

{Plane pertormed a 2 min. et
hand orbit to survey ares) Fogarty
recorded his tist commentary on
the lights which he was then ob-
KOVINg not to the el but in
the wn ol Kakoura (other
than city lights)

The lights were located about 5°
below the plane's horlzon. Inter-
estingly, the lights wars likely
seen againal & background of
mountains here, not aky

Target left of plena, one mile. Re-
mained stationary while plans
orbited

Plang conlirmed 1he “Haahing
light” In the direction posed by
Wellinglon radar

Target in trent of plane, 3 miles

Aflter tha turn-o!t here toward
Christehurch, the only targets
were 12-15 miles bahind the
plana.

(L]

mn

123130

Target one mile behind the plane.

Targe! now 4 miles benind the
plana, holding stationary for 6.7
SWRENS

Coptlot saw & flasning Light trav-
elling alang at the r.ght of the
plane,

A lurther targe! was now seen at
the plane's 3.00 position at 4
milas

The targel may now hava moved
clossr to the plane, as the last
target had disappeared and there
was now a single. doubly-strong
1arget on the scope. AL this 90-
mile distance fram Weilington,
blips are 3 miles “wide' ang 1-
mile “thick™, so the target could
have bean 33 much a3 3 miles
away from the plane

The plane's blip. alter baing un-
usually large lor 3 swaeps, setlled
down to normal

Got a target at 3 00 just behind
us,” the one above Fogarty re-

corded seeing i1, too

‘Yes, and going arcund now al
4 00 &t 4 milog "

Pravious targal now (apparently)
dropped back behind plana 15
miles; |oined by 2 uihers

{Plane performed a 2-minute left-
hand orhit, bhut nathing was
soen)

Thres biips behind the plane had

margad into one large ona




® The Wellington Air Trattic Con-
troller was Geoflrey Causer, who
utilized an MTl-processed radar pic-
ture (see Technical Data). A radar
technician named Bryan Chalmers
was also present for parl ol the time,
watching a “raw', non-MT|-radar

display. The event was monitored
from

the Christchurch end by a

Geotfrey Cau

single controller. For a hall-hour
prior to the Argosy's reporting any
thing visual, Wellington radar had
been watching “weird” targets on
radar east of the Clarence Fiver and
K.aikoura coast

Any discussion of distances be-
tween radar biips refeis 1o edge-to-
edge distance. As will be nated, the
blips can represent an exaggerated
physical size with increasing dis-
tance from the antenna. These dis-
tances are also based on the as-
sumption that the UFOs and the
plane are at the same altitude, Thus,
the radar distances for (visually)
unseen targets may be greater than
Indicated. All events are basad on the
timed tape transcript of Wellington's
radio conversation with the Argosy
(the Christchurch tape was erased,
regretiably), Bruce Maccabbes's dis-
cussions with the controllers and
witnesses, and Fogany's recorded
comments. Distancas are in nautical
miles (6076 ft. or 1.85 km.}.

DISCUSSION: SOUTHBOUND TRIP

The Argosy departed from Well-
ington, New Zealand at 11, 46 PM on
the night of December 30, 1978.
About ten minutes after midnight on
Dec. 31, Fogarty and crew were back
in the loading bay working on a
“standup” for the news story, (see
position #1 on the southbound map).
It was also their intention to film
normal city and airport lights out of
the plane's window. All of this shoot-
Ing was handheld as a Iripod proved
o be too cumbersoma aboard the
plane. The plane was climbing
through 10,000" at 170 knots air

speed toward its cruising altituds
(14,000 and speed (215 knots, or 3.6
miles+ss6.). Fogarty recorded his
first statement about this point: "We
are now approaching the Clarance
River where the highest concentration
of UFOs was sighted on the morning
ol Dec. 21. We're at an altitude of
14,000 teet and wea're on exactly the
same route laken by Captain Powell
when he encountered those mys-
lerious objects. it's a beautiful clear
night outside and naturally we'll be
looking oul for anything unusual ™ A
couple of minutes later, the film crew
was being informed of the lights out-
side thelr own plane. At around
12: 22 AM, Fogarty recorded his first
“on-the-spot™ cammentary: "“It's
kind of hard to describe my fealings
right at the moment, but, uh, we've
seen probably 8 or 7 or even more
bright lights over Kalkoura., A num-
ber of thess have been picked up by
Wellington radar." Five minutes
later, he noted that the lights were so
bright, they seamad 10 be lighting up
the sky over Kaikoura. Crockett ob-
tained about 12 seconds of footage
showing some sort of oval, blue-
white lights which were quite bright.
He also filmed 5 seconds worth of
several lights seen at once in a hori-
zontal row that randomly flashed on
and off. His foolage of the town
lights o! Kaikoura is interasting by
comparison . . . the UFC images are
much brighter. All of these shots
were of lights seeh from the 12: 00 to
3. 00 (front to right) gquadrant, with
regard to the plane's direction of
travel,

About 12 28 AM, the plane had
switched over to the Christchurch
tower's radio frequency. Nc sooner
had they done this (map location #7),
than Wallington radar saw a target
right behind them, so the plane
switched back to the Waellington fre-
quency. Note the rather firm radar-
visual confirmation that happened at
map position #8, a few minutes atter
this began. Beth of the operators at
Waellington watched the radar end of
this close Hiy-by, and agreed that the
single blip was like two aircralt flying
side-by-side al the sams speed.
There was no bending of the broad
blip as might be expected i one
portion (such as the UFO) were sta-
fionary while the other portion (the
plana) moved by it. The plane would
have moved about two miles during
this time (three sweeps-36 seconds),
a distance which would have ex-
cepded the minimum ditference in
distance between two largets that
could be measured on the scope.
Shortly after this occurrance,
Chalmers went to another radar
scopa with the MTI processing
turned off; he saw the normal

6
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amount of land and sea clutter within
20 to 30 miles of Wellington, but no
indications of anomalous propa-
gation. Furthermore, the "weird" tar-
pets seen on the MTI scope were not
seen on the normal display, sug-
gesting they were actually weak re-
flactors of the 50 cm wavelength
radar. As the plane witnesses
walched the counterpart fiashing
light, Capl. Startup turned off the
steady green wingtip light fo insure
that there was no kind of unusual
ratlection

When the plane came in for a
landing at Christchurch at 1:01 AM,
the pilot and copilot remember being
informed by the local radar operator
that a target was pacing them in
toward their right. Locking outside,
the co-pilot saw a flashing light that
looked like a car at first until he saw
i cross a river at alrcraft speed. They
were 100 busy landing the Argosy to
watch it carefully, though. The
plane’'s onboard radar was notl
brought into play on the southbound
flight

After the plane had landed, and the
newspapers were being unloaded,
the crew discussed their experiences
with the Christchurch controller; he
described an anomalous target that
was not particularly impressive to
him. Crockett and Fogarly decided to
fly back with the plane to Blenhelm
1o get more footage. Ngaire Crocket!
didn't go back with them, s¢ &
Christchurch reporter, Dennis Grant,
took her place. Interestingly, Gram
was the only person on the flight
known to Fogarty personally.

DISCUSSION: NORTHBOUND TRIP

The plana left Christchurch at 2: 16
AM for its northbound return to Blen-
helm. Weather conditions were still
excellent with no noticeable depar-
turs from standard lapse rate con-
ditions; winds at cruising altitude
(13,000 feet) were from the SW at
10-15 knots. There was low cloud
cover over Christchurch from 1200 to
2000 feat, scattered low clouds over
the ocean and a possitle cloud bank
40 miles east of the Scouth laland.
Onca the Argosy climbed above the
clouds, visibility was unlimited. In
Blenheim, the weather conditions at
2:45 AM were as follows: winds
were NW at 10-15 knots. Visiblity
was 60 km, with 1/8 cloud cover at
4000 feet. Temperature was 15°C.
Tha crew was able to opsrate the
plane on automatic helght control at
crulsing altitude.

The Argosy climbed through the
clouds at 1000 feat/min., initiatly
flying 0564° true (NE) at 155 knots.
Thay were just breaking through the
clouds at 2800 feet when they
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THE NORTHBOUND TRIP

PLANE
LOCATION

TIME
(AM)

PLANE
SAW:

RADAR
SAW:

'Y

7 18:40

Light at 10- 39 1a the right of the
plane same lovel

Lk

2121:30

Grant, Startup and Guard all con-
tirmad that azvmuth of radar and
visual targets were the samao.
Fagarty recarded that light may
have faded infout due to clouds,
Crachett lilmad a light which did
fade in and out Light was seen
§:30° belgw arcralt’s laval,

Airplane’'s own radar  was
swilched from 50- lo 20-mile
range. Target sean 30° to right on
scope, Just under 20 mites. 8lip
3-5X size of large lishing boal.

Target went ofl radar map mode
since angle of targel exceedad
50%. Cama au close as 10 miles,

LE}

Plane turned to right toward light
(now at their J: 00 position). As
they headed SE straight for it, the
light swung around to their right
again (') on its own

(Seer too low lor plane’s narfow
radar beam herel.

LL}

Crockat! used 240-mm lens, as
plane lurned back toward anginal
course. Sea lext. Fogany last saw
it out the right window, almosi
stralght down. Startup saw |t
again to the left alter the turn,

24

Wellington saw radsr target at
plana's 10,00 at 20 miles

245

Target at plane's 9. 30 at 16 miles,

Target at plane’s 800

Two targets at plane’s 11:00 at 15
miles

Targat at 900 at B miles.
(Startup later asserted he saw
these in the same positlons on
the plane's own radar, but he
hadn't paid close attention).

LE]

2. 51:30

Collsction of fighta at 12. 00

Second light ta the left of the last
one, according to Fogarty's tape,
which  flashed “exlremaly
wrightly™. Bath lights laded and
reappesrad, One was likaned to
an orange aircralt beacon, The
tight{s) noted by Fogarly 1o roll in
an elliptical path, long axis
verticel. This mation was cap-
tured on tiim, with a flash rate of
1.1 sec , trom bright white to dim
redicrange Fogarty also ralerred
1o a clusier of lights including
one which “keeps llashing”. Tha
plane regquesiod that the Blan-
heim baacon (50 miles away) be
turned att. Tha lighta seen from
the plane disappoared al about
the same time

Another lipht was ssen ssconds
later, but not necesaarlly in accord
with new radar targals (at right).

Strong target st 12: 00 at 20 miles,
(2 miles oft coast, 10 miles south
of Cape Camptall)

Target &t plane'ys 9.00 a1 6 miles
and 10:00 al 10 miles. Target
south of Cape Campbell disap-
peared abou! the same tims &8
the beacon waa turned off.

#10

2:53

2 54

One or more of these may hava
been sean

Four targets seen al 9: 00, 9 40,
10:00, and 10:30, all about 1
miles off the coas!

Target at 12,00 at 2 miles




2.5 {Unseon)
25530 Brgnt lght bet
{Blanhelm airtiold)
Laal 2. 56 Lights a1 2 00-3: 00
02 2:57 Two

plang

2-minute ork

oat lights
nsng. |
the rest

ni 2:58

Light over Plctor

ind Woodburne

AR 189,0.8[3

Plane “'merged with targe!
though “UFQ's” nelght was uns
determinably

(Unsean)

'II_]?"I'- seen jusl prior to
'8 othilting des

nted oul by

bul targel at 930 at 5
Then *|ust ane poimt’ of
target @t plane's 300 at 1% miles

1.2 miles and 10
it Gong an

wWAS com-

1. Plane stttibuted (hese to
vehus now

co-pilat 1o

spotted the light {at map position #1)
while 7 miles out of Christchurch.
The witnesses offered different im-
pressions about it. Startup thought
it was the full moon at first without
features  (the real moon had set in
the west hours before). Guard des-
cribed it as a "squashed orange".
Grant wrote down at the time that it
resembled a white ping-pong ball
uminated by a spotlight, A reflec-
tion of the lights otf of clouds or the
ocean was also noted. Dennis Grant
repeatedly compared the position of
the light with the target on the
plane's mapping radar. Since the
target was aboul 18 miles from the
plane, 30° to its right, and since the
plane was 15 miles from Christ-
church, the target was about 32-35
miles from the Christchurch radar.
That system has a lower limit of
elftectiveness that rises 100 feet for
each mile. Thus, an object at 3000
feet 30 miles away would not be
saen

When the plane was 32 miles out
of Christchurch at 11,500 feet, the
light was 70-80° to the plana’'s right
and off its radar. The cameraman
obtained several minutes of tilm out
the far-right-hand cockpit window at
this time. The images range from
yeilowish/white elliptical shapes
with reddish fringes to overexposed,
triangular and circular forms, typical
angular sizes were on the order of 122
milliradians. One useful zoom shot
shows a cockpit meter (below the
window siil) just below the image of
the bright light outside. The Argosy
reached its cruising altitude of
13,000 feet and 215 knots air speed at
map position #3, 35-38 miles out of
Christchurch; at this point, the pilot
turned right and flew southeast
toward it—yet the light also swung
around from directly in front of them
to their right again. The light was
more noticeably depressed in angle
below the plane now as well, which
serves to explain why it didn't briefly
reappear on Lhe plane's radar.

It was here that Crockett filmed the
light through the faulty 240mm zoom

lens, resulting in his description of
the large image to Fogarty. "It now
appears to be an oval-shaped object
with rings of light going around.”

The taulty Sun
SOUTCe

zoom lens “blew up” the hght
nto an exaggernted, dimmer extia
focal (Image

Before the plane turned to the right,
the light was described by him as
having a “brightly-lit bettom and a
sort ol transparent top”. During the
time that the lens was in focus, he
did obtain images that are consistant
with the bhell-shaped, bright-
bottermed forms seen through tha
100 mm lens.

This soulheasterly course lasted 1
or 2 minules. As the plane execuled a
left turn to get back on course, the

8

pilot was surprised to see the light
appear suddenly on the plane's ieft.
Then it appeared 1o move downward,
behind and beneath the plane. Tnis
was the light's closest approach to
the Argosy, but it went unfilmed The
sighting line was too far below the
plane's horizon, and the camera
would have bumped overhead
switches

The plane landed at
airport at aboul 3:10 AM.

Blenheim

NEXT ISSUE: PART Il

» What does the film reveal after
analysis?

= How effective are the prosaic

explanations?

What about the second film shot

on the ground?

R

THE BRAZILIAN UFO
SCENE

by J. Allen Hynek

"For God's sake—do something
ahout these OVNIs (UFOs) . . . so |
can go back to catching my arma-
dillos!” So spoke a Brazilian farmer
in the state of Minais Gerais to
Alberto do Carmo. Armadillos are
best caught at night, and these
yellow balls of light had become so
common, and so frightening to the
natives that they were, and are, very
afraid to venture into the forest at
night; they still ventured into the
forest (or ‘bush’) but they developed a
routine of hiding under bushes whan
the lights came by, so they wouldn't
be grabbed by the UFO, These balls
of light, sometimes called a part of
the *Mother of Gold” phenomenon [a
spirit that is assoclated with mineral
deposits and presumably is inter-
ested in protecting them], are said to
attack the unwary.

So, at least, this part of the UFO
phenomenon in Brazil has become a
part of the folklore, or has attached
itsell to it. Apparently, the "mother
of Gold"” phenomencon is quite com-



